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Dear Rising Sophomore and family: 

Year one is done! Soon there will be time to relax, away from such Joel Barlow staples as slamming lockers 
and backpacks stuffed to the breaking point. We hope you are able to spend much of your summer in the 
sun or in an air-conditioned room (as tastes may vary), and we know that you will use that time wisely . . . 
to complete your sophomore summer reading assignment, for example. Many of the members of your class 
of 2023 fulfilled last year’s summer reading requirements with enthusiasm, and we look forward to your 
full engagement this summer as well.  

Though you are required to read only three books, we encourage you to read more. Developing a 
comprehensive reading background will expose you to a variety of writing techniques and help you increase 
your vocabulary and understanding of the human condition.  

Again this year, you are required to read two books from the required list (one with an asterisk) and a third 
from the complete “Summer Reading List.” Your summer reading responses should be submitted not in 
hard copy but electronically to turnitin.com prior by the first day of school. The included model analysis 
will show you what we would like to see in this assignment. There will be an important initial assessment 
in your English II class that will be another opportunity for you to earn credit toward “outstanding reader” 
designation by your senior year, a designation that will fulfill one requirement for graduating with a 
Diploma with Distinction. 

All the summer reading materials you need -- the JBHS Summer Reading Brochure and your 
required list, instructions, assignments, and models -- are available on the Summer Resources 2020 
link on the JBHS home page. Also see the Writing Center site under School Resources for even more 
information about reading and writing at Joel Barlow.  

You may email me at thuminski@er9.org if you have any questions over the summer. Happy page-turning! 

Sincerely,  

Tim Huminski 
Writing Center Director 



Summer 2020 - Required Reading List - Class of 2023 
 Entering Grade 10  

Class of 2023 students are required to read three books: 
 

One asterisked book from this list 
A second book from this list (with or without an asterisk) 

A third book from the complete JBHS 2020 Summer Reading Brochure 
Note: All books with asterisks are available as ebooks via JBHS Learning Commons’ Destiny and Sora 

 
The Brochure and all summer reading instructions are available on the Summer Resources link at joelbarlowps.org. 
There are specialized reading requirements for students enrolled in Adv Eng. 2. Course-specific information may be 
found in the curriculum area of the JBHS website. (Advanced Eng. 2 students ONLY: Station Eleven, listed below, 
must be one of your three books) 

 

*The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Junot Diaz 
Rich and playful prose embodies the theme of multiple nations, cultures and languages, in this story of one poor 
guy's cursed life.  
 
* Growing Up, Russell Baker (nf) 
Baker’s style of growing-up memoir is not easily matched.  
 
* Station Eleven, Emily St. John Mandel (Note: NOT an English 2 choice. For Adv Eng ONLY) 
 Art, memory, ambition, the apocalypse.  
 
* Superposition, David Walton 
 A mind-bending, near-future, quantum physics, murder mystery, techno thriller!  
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie 
Native American teen tries to take charge of his future; based on the author’s life.  
 
A Great and Terrible Beauty, Libba Bray 
This heroine may face obstacles, but she is not to be underestimated!  
 
The Cheating Culture: Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead, David Callahan (nf) 
The subtitle says it all.  
 
Half Broke Horses: A True-Life Novel, Jeannette Walls 
A study of the author’s grandmother: challenging life on the frontier.  
 
The Impossible Knife of Memory, Laurie Halse Anderson 
 Teenage girl and her veteran father explore the realities of war and its aftermath. 
  
Lost Horizon, James Hilton 
Paradise discovered.  
 
The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry: A Novel, Gabrielle Zevin 
Uplifting homage to bookstores captures the joy of connecting people and books.  
 

https://www.joelbarlowps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_238636/File/School%20Resources/Writing%20Center/2020%20Summer%20Reading/Summer%20Reading%20Brochure%202020.pdf


 

JBHS REQUIRED READING RESPONSE 
 Summer 2020 

 Entering Grade 10, Class of 2023 
 
 
You are required to read three books:  

● One asterisked book from the class of 2023 reading list  
● A second book from the class of 2023 reading list (with or without an asterisk) 
● A third book from the complete JBHS 2020 Summer Reading brochure  

Note: Advanced English 2 students must meet these requirements and those specific to Adv. Eng. 2 

As you complete your summer reading books, write a brief response to each one. In paragraph form, please                  
respond to the following questions:  

1. What were your initial responses to the book? What do you remember best from your reading?  

2. What were some of the literary features of the book, such as character, setting, theme, or                 
symbolism?  

3. What might the book be telling us about human nature? What might we learn about people and                  
the qualities we all tend to share? How is that message conveyed through specific characters and                
events in the book?  

4. Thinking about the qualities you associate with good literature, how well does this book fit your                 
definition of good literature?  

Be certain to use direct quotations and specific examples to support your ideas. Since you will be using your                   
responses as a basis for discussing the book with your classmates at the start of school, be certain your                   
responses have enough specific information to aid you in your discussion. You may also want to write a brief                   
plot summary to help you remember details about the book.  

Create one Google Doc to place all responses to your three books. Be sure to label your responses with the                    
title and author they correspond to. Post this one document to www.turnitin.com, using the attached               
directions. Your electronic submission of the responses represents your assertion that your work is your               
original work and conforms to the Joel Barlow High School policy on academic integrity.  

 
          The due date is the first day of school: Wednesday, August 26, 2020.  

 
            If you have any questions, please e-mail Mr. Huminski at thuminski@er9.org. 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/


MODEL
(1) After reading Siddhartha, I re-evaluated my own way of living and what I would like to do in the future.  The
most memorable parts of the book are some of the obstacles Siddhartha has to overcome on his journey toward at-
taining Nirvana.  I was surprised at his maturity when he begins to realize that, if he were to quench his thirst for
knowledge, he would have to leave his family.  His departure from his friend Govinda and his decision to learn
from himself instead of becoming part of a learning order signify great changes in his views of the world.  His
experiences helped me understand the importance of simplicity in our lives.

(2) Siddhartha is a strong, deep character who is always seeking and curious, but almost never satisfied.  When
he meets the holy, illustrious Buddha, the being who has supposedly attained Nirvana, he says, “You have learned
nothing through teachings . . . .To nobody . . . can you communicate words and teachings of what happened to 
you in your hour of enlightenment” (33), showing his strength and constant desire for learning.  I believe Hesse 
uses this strong character as the real substance, the real theme in his book, to show us inner strength and the 
power of simplicity.

(3) This book definitely reveals that, for humans, greed is a hard force to overcome. When Siddhartha lives in
town, he is transformed from a poor, wise man to a greedy, rich one, and his physical appearance changes to
reflect greed’s destructive impact on him:  “Gradually his face assumed the expressions which are so often found
among rich people, the expressions of discontent, of sickliness, of displeasure, of idleness, and of lovelessness.
Slowly, the soul sickness of the rich crept over him” (78).  On the other hand, the novel also shows that we share
the ability to be persistent, just like Siddhartha in his quest to attain Nirvana.

(4) To me, a good book is one that makes the reader think for himself, and Siddhartha made me do just that.  Af-
ter reading it, I re-evaluated my own way of living, and what I would like to do in the future.  The apparent joint
themes related to simplicity and self-discovery impacted me very deeply.  Thinking about the “soul sickness” Sid-
dhartha suffers makes me rethink the state of our own nation and economic beliefs of money being the all-impor-
tant, all-consuming pursuit.  Seeing Siddhartha trying to learn on his own made me realize that I, too, would like
to try all sorts of different experiences and take from them what I can. I believe that learning in places other than
the classroom is extremely important, and this book re-emphasizes these beliefs.

Overall, this student’s response demonstrates advanced comprehension of Siddhartha, along with thoughtful 
reflection about and analysis of it. The student thoughtfully reflects on the novel by touching on major ideas like 
character and theme. The student personally evaluates the book and uses a specific detail in the form of a quota-
tion to justify his opinion. The student’s score for this response is a solid 5. 

Many thanks to Ian Makowske, Class of 2007, for his original analysis of Siddhartha.

JBHS READING RECORD
Entering Grade 10 Required Summer Reading Response

As you complete your summer reading books, write a brief response to each one.  In paragraph form, please respond 
to the following questions. Be certain to use direct quotations and specific examples from the book to support your 
ideas. Since you will be using your responses as a basis for discussing the book with your classmates at the start of 
school, be certain your responses have enough specific information to aid you in your discussion. You may also want 
to write a brief plot summary to help you remember details about the book.

• Book selection #1 (from the Grade 10 Required Reading List with an asterisk): Siddhartha=



Entering Grade 10 Required Summer Reading 2020: Turnitin  
To receive credit for your summer reading analyses, submit them to turnitin.com by the first day of school. If you 
experience any difficulty, email thuminski@er9.org over the summer. You will receive an answer within the week.  

A. Creating Your User Profile  
1. Go to www.turnitin.com. 
2. You most likely will be able to activate an account from a prior class. If you can’t activate an account from a 
prior class, click new users on the Turnitin homepage and follow the on-screen instructions. 
3. The class ID is 24922085, and the password is reading.  

B. Submitting Your Papers  
1. Submit your one Google Doc with all three book responses to turnitin. 
2. To open your class portfolio, enter your e-mail address and password on the homepage, then click login. 
3. You will see the class Grade 10 Summer Reading 2020. Click there. 
4. Click on the submit icon based on the first letter of your last name. 
5. You can submit your paper in one of two ways:  

a. PREFERRED OPTION: By file upload (used to submit a paper as a computer file via Microsoft Word, 
WordPerfect, RTF, PDF, PostScript, and HTML formats). When submitting a Google Doc, be sure that 
you are already signed into your school Google account! 

1. Enter a title for your submission. 
2. Click the Choose File button and locate the paper you want to submit. 
3. Click submit. On the following page you will be asked to confirm the text of your submission. If 
the text checks out, click yes, submit to finalize your submission. After submitting a paper you will 
receive a digital receipt. From this screen you can proceed to your class portfolio to view the 
submission or enter another submission. 

      b. By cut & paste (used to submit a paper in another file format, by cutting and pasting the text into text 
          box).  

1. Click submit next to the desired assignment in your class portfolio. 
2. Select cut & paste from the submission pull down menu. 
3. Enter a title for your submission. 
4. Cut and paste your paper into the text box. 
5. Click submit. You will receive a digital receipt. From this screen you can proceed to your class 
portfolio to view the submission or enter another submission. 
 

      C. Collecting the Originality Report  
Shortly after your response has been submitted, the program will generate an Originality Report for your paper. 
Click under report to view the report.  
 

IMPORTANT: Do not delete the “Grade 10 Summer Reading 2020” class from turnitin until your scored work has been 
returned to you in class.  

All three analyses must be submitted, as one document, by the first day of school!  

http://www.turnitin.com/

